
For over two decades, Ecotrophelia has been a springboard for young food innovators, bringing together
students from across Europe to design sustainable, market-ready food products.

This year marks a historic moment: for the first time, South Korea joins the competition, reflecting
Ecotrophelia’s growing international recognition and influence beyond European borders. Alongside returning
countries, Austria and Switzerland are also back
in the contest, further strengthening the diversity of approaches and talents showcased.

In total, 18 national winning teams will compete in Cologne, highlighting key trends shaping the food systems
of tomorrow: sustainability, health, inclusivity, and circular economy.

Press Release

The European competition Ecotrophelia, dedicated to eco-innovation in food, will hold this new edition on
October 7-8th, 2025, during ANUGA Cologne, the world’s largest trade fair for food and beverages.
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Ecotrophelia Europe 2025 at ANUGA: 
A Global Stage for Food Innovation!

Expanding Horizons: From Europe to the World!

Over two days, finalist teams will pitch their products to a jury of
leading industry experts, researchers, and policymakers.

Products are judged on innovation, technical 
feasibility, sensory quality, market 
potential, and environmental impact.

Prestige, Recognition & Awards

Prizes include:
🏆 Ecotrophelia Europe Gold - €4,000
🥈 Ecotrophelia Europe Silver - €3,000
🥉 Ecotrophelia Europe Bronze - €2,000

Plus two special awards:
✨ Communication Strategy Award - €500
✨ Entrepreneurship Spirit Award - €500



For us at Anuga, 
the cooperation with Ecotrophelia Europe is far more than a symbolic step – it is a true

driver of innovation for the entire industry.

By integrating the European finals into Anuga, we create a vibrant platform
where sustainable product ideas, young entrepreneurial spirit, and industry

exchange come together.
For more than 25 years, Ecotrophelia Europe has been regarded as the

“Champions League” of food innovation: student teams from across Europe
develop creative, market-ready concepts 

– and benefit from direct access to industry, investors, and supporters. Hosting
the finals at Anuga makes these ideas visible and connects them with new

audiences. [...]”

Ecotrophelia Europe is organized by the EEIG Ecotrophelia Europe,
bringing together key federations and institutions: EIT Food,

FoodDrinkEurope, ANIA (France), CCIS-CAFÉ (Slovenia), SEVT (Greece),
LVA (Austria), FIAB (Spain), FEVIA (Belgium), Iceland (SI). 

The competition is made possible thanks to the continued support of
sponsors: Campden BRI, Anuga, and EIT Food.

An International Ecosystem of Partners!

Jan-Philipp Hartmann, Director of Anuga

“We are delighted to be back in Cologne this year, and to continue our
collaboration: it is only through these partnerships that we can showcase the
talent and the ideas to the sector and to strengthen the innovation landscape
in Europe. This year, the Anuga team found some truly creative ways to ensure
we could be hosted, and we are very grateful for their entrepreneurial
mindset.”

Maarten Van der Kamp, President of Ecotrophelia Europe 
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